
350:654 Rutgers University, New Brunswick Spring 2026

Literary Modernity in the U.S.

Wednesdays at 12 p.m. in Murray 207
Professor Andrew Goldstone (andrew.goldstone@rutgers.edu)
Office hours: Thursdays, 11:45–12:45 in Murray 040A
http://andrewgoldstone.com/lm26

course description

This course is aUS-focused case study inmodernism in the context of the broader trans-
formation of print and literacy in the first half of the twentieth century. For a long time
anAmerican-dominatedmodernismwas thought to cover nearly everything of interest
in (early) twentieth-century literature, but scholarship has increasingly acknowledged
the limitations of this approach, which ignores or devalues a wide range of literary pro-
duction that does not resemble classic modernism. In order to grasp the effects of the
structural transformations that affected reading and writing broadly in the period, this
course proposes that modernism and its many non-modernist others are best studied
as joint products of an expanding, fragmenting, and polarizing literary field. To give
our inquiry some heuristic limits, we accept a US national frame, bearing in mind as
we read individual writers that really, universally, literary relations stop nowhere. The
course is divided into two parts. The first half of the course gives a selective overview
of American modernism up to 1940. The second half of the course is a series of rapid
introductions to a few keyUS literary tendencies contemporary with but distinct from
modernism: the Harlem Renaissance, proletarian literature, and several genres of com-
mercial fiction. Needless to say we cannot cover the field in its totality, but our goal is
to articulate some of the themes, transformations, and interpretive problems that an
expansive literary history of the twentieth century encounters.
Readings include both primary texts and scholarship throughout the semester.The pri-
mary texts are to be studiedwith particular attention to the era’s distinctive printmedia
(little magazines, pulps and slicks, experimental anthologies, and so on). The selection
of secondary readings gives rather short shrift to classic modernist scholarship in order
to emphasize more recent approaches to the broader field.
This course satisfies the A5 and D coursework distribution requirements.
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learning goals

Students in this course will:
1. gain a working knowledge of classic US modernism in fiction and poetry;
2. gain an introductory knowledge of several important non-modernist tendencies in

US literature of the early twentieth century;
3. engage critically with contemporary scholarly discourse on modernism and its rela-

tion to social modernity more broadly;
4. reflect theoretically on the problems posed by the study of an expanded literary

field.

reuirements

The final grade will be based on a score calculated as follows:

grade = 0.15(participation) + 0.1(write-ups) + 0.75(paper)

Participation. There are many ways to participate actively and effectively in a sem-
inar discussion. It is important for everyone (including the instructor) to reflect on
what they are doing as a discussion participant and how they can best contribute to the
development of the collective inquiry. I am always happy to meet one-on-one to talk
over ideas or concerns about the seminar.

Seminar-leading and write-up. In each seminar session, one student will have a spe-
cial responsibility for one of the readings: that student will begin discussion of that
reading with some observations and questions. A short (2 pp.) write-up will be due the
subsequent week.

Narrative bibliography. In preparation for the final paper, a short narrative about po-
tential primary and secondary sources is due at the end of March. This bibliography
will not be separately graded.

Term paper. The major assignment is a research paper of 20–25 pp. (8000–12000
words)making an argument building on the themes andmaterials of the course. Papers
must address the material circumstances of production and circulation.
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students with disabilities

All reasonable accommodationwill be given to studentswith disabilities. Studentswho
may require accommodation should speakwithme at the start of the semester. Youmay
also contact the Office of Disability Services (ods.rutgers.edu; 848-445-6800).

academic integrity

Graduate students and faculty are expected to demonstrate the highest level of aca-
demic integrity. In our work, primary evidence and the scholarly work of others should
be cited and attributed with care and precision. It should go without saying that gen-
erative “artificial intelligence” tools, constructed through massively unscrupulous har-
vesting of private as well as public data, do not operate at this level of rigor, and they do
considerable social and environmental harm besides. I will not use them, and neither
should you.
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schedule

january 21. introduction.

- Modernism, non-modernism, modernity; questions of method.

january 28. frameworks; naturalism, via crane.

- Crane,TheOpen Boat and Other Stories, selections:
- “The Open Boat.”
- “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky.”
- “The Blue Hotel.”

- Kaestle and Radway, Print in Motion, chaps. 1, 3, 6.
- Bourdieu,The Rules of Art, 71–91, 103–9, 113–31, 138–59, 214–23.
- Campbell, “The Rise of Naturalism.”

february 4. aestheticism, via james.

- James,The Ambassadors, books 1–6.
- Watt, “The First Paragraph ofThe Ambassadors.”
- Freedman, Professions of Taste, introduction (and optionally, 192–201).

february 11. modernism, via james.

- James,The Ambassadors, complete.
- Goble, “Wired Love.”

february 18. expat modernism, the short version.

- Stein, “Melanctha.”
- Hemingway, in our time.
- Hemingway, In Our Time, especially “Indian Camp” and “Big Two-Hearted River.”
- Porter, “Flowering Judas.”
- Porter,Hacienda.
- Lawrence,The Anxieties of Experience, chap. 4.
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february 25. to be rescheduled, date tbd.

march 4. institutions of modernism: poetry.

- Little-magazine explorations via the Modernist Journals Project. Look unsystemati-
cally at:
- CameraWork, special number (August 1912): Stein, Matisse, Picasso.
- Blast 1, no. 1 (June 1914): the “Great English Vortex” (mostly theCanadian Lewis

and the American Pound).
- Little Review 3, no. 6 (September 1916): a quick read.
- Others 3, no. 4 (December 1916). Read Williams’s “El Hombre” (24).
- Poetry 15, no. 1 (October 1919): Stevens in a magazine context.
- Little Review 7, no. 4 (January–March 1921): afterUlysses had to end its run.

- Volume explorations (*: bring in printout):
- *Eliot,TheWaste Land, including, of course, the notes.
- Stevens,Harmonium:

- “Earthy Anecdote.”
- “Domination of Black.”
- *“The Snow Man.”
- *“Nuances of a Theme by Williams.”
- “Metaphors of a Magnifico.”
- “A High-Toned Old Christian Woman.”
- *“The Emperor of Ice-Cream.”
- *“Sunday Morning.”
- “Bantams in Pine-Woods.”
- *“Anecdote of the Jar.”
- “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a Blackbird.”
- “To the Roaring Wind.”

- M. Moore,Observations:
- “To an Intra-Mural Rat.”
- “To a Steam-Roller.”
- “To a Snail.”
- “In This Age of Hard Trying . . . ”
- *“Poetry” (1924, 1925).
- “Critics and Connoisseurs.”
- *“The Fish.”
- *“England.”
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- “New York.”
- “Silence.”
- “An Octopus.”
- “Sea Unicorns and Land Unicorns.”
- . . . including, of course, the notes.

- Williams, Spring and All , prose and poems from the beginning through Poem
VIII; Poems XVIII, XXII, XXVII.

- Kenner, AHomemadeWorld, introduction and chap. 3.
- Rainey, Institutions of Modernism, chap. 3 (and optionally, introduction).

march 11. faulkner, or, techniue.

- Faulkner,The Sound and the Fury.
- Sartre, “OnThe Sound and the Fury.”
- Michaels,Our America: Nativism, Pluralism, Modernism, chap. 1.
- Wall, “Sound and Fury.”

(march 18. spring recess.)

march 25. barnes, or, style.

- Barnes,Nightwood.
- Herring,Queering the Underworld, chap. 4.

(friday, march 28.)

- Narrative bibliography due.

april 1. modernism vs. the renaissance.

- Locke,TheNewNegro, selections:
- Alain Locke, foreword.
- Alain Locke, “The New Negro.”
- Albert C. Barnes, “Negro Art and America.”
- Jean Toomer, “Carma, from Cane.”
- Jean Toomer, “Fern, from Cane.”
- Zora Neale Hurston, “Spunk.”
- Eric Walrond, “The Palm Porch.”
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- “Poetry” (all selections, 129–150).
- Gwendolyn B. Bennett, “Song.”
- Langston Hughes, “Jazzonia.”
- Langston Hughes, “Nude Young Dancer.”
- Locke, “The Legacy of the Ancestral Arts.”
- Paul U. Kellogg, “The Negro Pioneers.”
- Melville J. Herskovits, “The Negro’s Americanism.”
- W. E. B. DuBois, “The Negro Mind Reaches Out.”
- “Who’s Who of the Contributors.”

- Hutchinson,TheHarlem Renaissance in Black andWhite, 396–433.
- Baker,Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance, chap. 8.
- Owens, “‘Hard Reading.’”

april 8. recuperation.

- Hurston,Their Eyes.
- Wright, “Between Laughter and Tears.”
- Walker, “In Search of Zora Neale Hurston.”
- Sorensen, Ethnic Modernism, chap. 6.

april 15. proletarian literature (at an angle).

- Smedley, “Cell Mates.”
- Hughes, Collected Poems, selected 1930s poems:

- “Advertisement for the Waldorf-Astoria.”
- “Open Letter to the South.”
- “Ph.D.”
- “Good Morning Revolution.”
- “Always the Same.”
- “Goodbye Christ.”
- “A New Song.”
- “Cubes.”
- “One More ‘S’ in the U.S.A.”
- “Ballad of Roosevelt.”
- “Ballads of Lenin.”
- “Let America be America Again.”

- Ibid., fromMontage of a Dream Deferred, 1951:
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- “Dream Boogie.”
- “Theme for English B.”

- Le Sueur, “I Was Marching.”
- Gold, “Jews Without Money.”
- Denning,TheCultural Front, pt. 3, chap. 5.

april 22. slick fiction.

- Loos,Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.
- TheHarper’s Bazar serial publication is available in scans on the Internet Archive.

- McGurl,TheNovel Art, chap. 4.
- Optional: North, Reading 1922, chap. 4.

april 29. pulp detectives.

- Daly, “Knights of the Open Palm.”
- Hammett, “The Main Death.”
- Nebel, “Too Hot to Handle.”
- Smith,Hard-Boiled, chap. 1.

special session, date tbd. getting weird.

- Du Bois, “The Comet.”
- Lovecraft, “The Call of Cthulhu.”
- C. Moore, “Shambleau.”
- Rieder, Science Fiction and the Mass Cultural Genre System, chap. 2.

(monday, may 25.)

- Term paper due at 12 p.m.

books to buy

The course texts are available at Barnes & Noble, or order elsewhere (search using the
isbns below). Alternative editions are normally fine; I have suggested some “upgrade
picks” if you’d like to turn money into the objective form of cultural capital.
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Barnes, Djuna. Nightwood. New York: New Directions, 2006. isbn: 9780811216715. There is also a
useful if unwieldly critical edition from Dalkey Archive, edited by Cheryl Plumb.

Crane, Stephen. The Open Boat and Other Stories. Mineola, NY: Dover, 1993. isbn: 9780486275475.
Crane fanatics can get it all in one Library of America volume.

Faulkner, William. The Sound and the Fury. New York: Vintage, 1991. isbn: 9780679732242. I will
fully admit to owning a Norton Critical edition of this novel as well. It explains much less than
youmight imagine.The authoritative edition would be the Library of AmericaNovels 1926–1929,
which also includes the three early novels only specialists read.

Hemingway, Ernest. In Our Time: Stories. Edited by Michael Croland. Garden City, NY: Dover, 2021.
isbn: 9780486848969. Released from the dead hand of copyright.This 1925 collection as well as
the earlier 1924 version are also in the Library of America volume The Sun Also Rises and Other
Writings 1918–1926.

Hurston, Zora Neale. Their Eyes Were Watching God. 1937. New York: Harper Perennial, 2013. isbn:
9780060838676. Or acquire the Library of AmericaNovels and Stories, edited by the late Cheryl
Wall.

James,Henry.TheAmbassadors. Edited byChristopherButler.NewYork:OxfordUniversity Press, 2009.
isbn: 9780199538546. Or buy the Penguin Classics edition.

Locke, Alain, ed.TheNewNegro: Voices of the Harlem Renaissance. New York: Touchstone, 1999. isbn:
9780684838311. A convenient paperback reprint of the 1925 anthology. A scan of the original
book publication is on HathiTrust.

Loos,Anita.GentlemenPreferBlondes. InGentlemenPreferBlondes andButGentlemenMarryBrunettes.
New York: Penguin, 1998. isbn: 9780141180694. What, no Library of America version? How-
ever, the 1925 novel is available in a HathiTrust scan: https : / / hdl . handle . net / 2027 / uc1 .
31822008523466.

other readings

Baker, HoustonA.Modernism and theHarlemRe-
naissance. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1987.

Bourdieu, Pierre. The Rules of Art: Genesis and
Structure of the Literary Field. Translated
by Susan Emanuel. Cambridge: Polity Press,
1996. A great work, worth owning and read-
ing in full.

Campbell, Donna. “The Rise of Naturalism.”
Chap. 30 in The Cambridge History of the
AmericanNovel, edited by LeonardCassuto.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2011. https : / / doi . org / 10 . 1017 /
CHOL9780521899079.034.

Daly, Carroll John. “Knights of the Open Palm.”
InThe Black Lizard Big Book of Black Mask
Stories, edited by Otto Penzler. New York:
Vintage, 2010.
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Denning, Michael. The Cultural Front: The La-
boring of American Culture in the Twenti-
ethCentury. London:Verso, 1997.A critical
magnum opus.

Du Bois, W.E.B. “The Comet.” Chap. 10 inDark-
water: Voices from Within the Veil. New
York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920.
HathiTrust, 2018. https://hdl.handle.net/
2027/hvd.32044011439957.Neither of the
Library of America’s two Du Bois volumes
includes his fiction.

Eliot, T.S.TheWaste Land. New York: Boni / Liv-
eright, 1922. HathiTrust, 2014. https : / /
hdl . handle .net /2027/dul1 . ark : /13960/
t9k371w5q. For fuller study, consult either
of two massively over-annotated versions:
Lawrence Rainey’s Annotated Waste Land
(Yale, 2006), which has a digital version, or
Christopher Ricks and Jim McCue’s Poems
of T.S. Eliot ( JHUP, 2015).

Freedman, Jonathan. Professions of Taste: Henry
James, British Aestheticism, and Commodity
Culture. Stanford University Press, 1990.

Goble,Mark. “Wired Love: Pleasure at a Distance
inHenry James andOthers.”ELH 74, no. 2
(2007): 397–427. https://doi.org/10.1353/
elh.2007.0012.

Gold, Michael. “Jews Without Money.” New
Masses, June 1928, 11–12. https : / / www .
marxists . org / history / usa / pubs / new -
masses / 1928 / v04n01 - jun - 1928 -
New-Masses.pdf. A short publication from
Gold’s 1930 novel of the same title.

Hammett, Dashiell. “The Main Death.” In Crime
Stories&OtherWritings.NewYork:Library
of America, 2001. https : / / loa - shared . s3 .
us - west - 2 . amazonaws . com/ static / pdf /
Hammett-Main-Death.pdf.

Hemingway, Ernest. in our time. Edited by James
Gifford. Paris: Three Mountains, 1924. Vic-
toria: Modernist Versions Project, 2015.
https://doi.org/10.17613/r02py-rtf62.

Herring, Scott. Queering the Underworld: Slum-
ming, Literature, and the Undoing of Les-
bian andGayHistory. Chicago andLondon:
University of Chicago Press, 2007. https://
ebookcentral . proquest . com/ lib / rutgers -
ebooks/detail.action?docID=448552.

Hughes, Langston. The Collected Poems of
Langston Hughes. Edited by Arnold Ram-
persad. New York: Vintage, 1994. https :
/ / search - proquest - com . proxy .
libraries . rutgers . edu / lion / publication /
publications_2059727?accountid=13626.
The libraries give us access to an awful
ProQuest digitization of Rampersad’s mar-
velous edition.

Hutchinson, George. The Harlem Renaissance in
Black andWhite. Cambridge:HarvardUni-
versity Press, 1995.

Kaestle, Carl F., and Janice A. Radway, eds. Print
in Motion: The Expansion of Publishing and
Reading in the United States, 1880–1940.
Vol. 4 of A History of the Book in America.
University of North Carolina Press, 2009.
https : / / jstor . org / stable / 10 . 5149 /
9781469625829 _ kaestle. Available digi-
tally, but it’s a useful reference to have on
your shelf.

Kenner,Hugh.AHomemadeWorld:TheAmerican
Modernist Writers. Baltimore: The Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1989.

Lawrence, Jeffrey. The Anxieties of Experience: The
Literatures of the Americas fromWhitman to
Bolaño. NewYork:OxfordUniversity Press,
2018. https : / / doi . org / 10 . 1093 / oso /
9780190690205.001.0001.
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Le Sueur, Meridel. “I Was Marching.”NewMasses,
September 18, 1934, 16–18. https://www.
marxists . org / history / usa / pubs / new -
masses/1934/v12n12- sep- 18-1934-NM.
pdf. A selection of Le Sueur’s work is avail-
able as Ripening (Feminist Press, 1982).

Lovecraft,H.P. “TheCall ofCthulhu.”WeirdTales
11, no. 3 (February 1928): 159–78. https :
/ / archive . org / details / WeirdTales
V11N02192802.There is a Library ofAmer-
ica Stories volume with all the Lovecraft you
might ever desire.

McGurl,Mark.TheNovel Art: Elevations of Ameri-
can Fiction afterHenry James. Princeton,NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2001. https : / /
doi .org/10 .2307/ j . ctv10vm2fp. This is a
very good book.

Michaels, Walter Benn. Our America: Nativism,
Pluralism,Modernism. Durham,NC:Duke
University Press, 1995. https://doi.org/10.
2307/j.ctv11cw0bb.

Moore, C.L. “Shambleau.” Weird Tales 22, no. 5
(November 1933): 531–50. https://archive.
org/details/Weird_Tales_v22n05_1933-
11_ELPM-SliV. For more Moore, try The
Best of C.L. Moore, ed. Lester del Rey (New
York, Taplinger, 1977).

Moore, Marianne. Observations. New York: Dial
Press, 1925. HathiTrust, 2025. https://hdl.
handle .net/2027/mdp.39015008594452.
Moore’s first volume is available in a recent
edition by Linda Leavell from FSG. The
comprehensive edition of Moore is Grace
Schulman’s Poems of Marianne Moore (Pen-
guin, 2003).

Nebel, Frederick. “Too Hot to Handle.” Dime
Detective 14, no. 1 (September 15, 1934):
10–31. https : / / archive . org / details /
DimeDetectiveV14N0119340915/.

North, Michael. Reading 1922: A Return to the
Scene of the Modern. Oxford: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1999. https : / / ebookcentral .
proquest .com/lib/rutgers - ebooks/detail .
action?docID=272547.

Owens, Imani D. “‘Hard Reading’: US Empire
andBlackModernist Aesthetics in EricWal-
rond’sTropic Death.”MELUS 41, no. 4 (De-
cember 2016): 96–115. https://doi.org/10.
1093/melus/mlw051.

Porter, Katherine Anne. “Flowering Judas.” In
Flowering Judas and Other Stories, 139–63.
New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1935. https://
archive.org/details/floweringjudasot0000u
nse_g7x9.There is a Library of AmericaCol-
lected Stories volume.

. Hacienda. New York: Harrison of Paris,
1934.HathiTrust, 2024. https://hdl.handle.
net/2027/uc1.$b104379. Subsequently in-
cluded in the 1935 Flowering Judas.

Rainey, Lawrence. Institutions of Modernism: Lit-
erary Elites and Public Culture. New Haven,
CT: Yale University Press, 1998.

Rieder, John. Science Fiction and theMass Cultural
Genre System. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan
University Press, 2017. https : / / research -
ebsco- com.proxy.libraries .rutgers.edu/c/
nx7rpm/search/details/ypzav6hzhn.

Sartre, Jean-Paul. “On The Sound and the Fury:
Temporality in Faulkner.” In We Have Only
This Life to Live: Selected Essays, 1939–1975,
translated by Chris Turner, 17–25. 1939.
New York: New York Review Books, 2013.

Smedley, Agnes. “Cell Mates.” Edited by Jan
MacKinnon and Steve MacKinnon. Signs 3,
no. 2 (Winter 1977): 531–39. https://www.
jstor.org/stable/3173318.
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