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The further the process of autonomization advances, the more possible it becomes to occupy the
position of “pure” producer without having the properties—or at least without having them all
or to the same degree—that had to be possessed to produce the position.

Bourdieu, Rules, 257.

Cane (New York: Liveright, 1923): dust jacket, Beinecke Library, Yale University.

My racial composition and my position in the world are realities which I alone may deter-
mine….Feature Negro if you wish, but do not expect me to feature it in advertisements for you.
For myself, I have sufficiently featured Negro inCane. Whatever statements I give will inevitably
come from a synthetic human and art point of view; not from a racial one.

Jean Toomer to Horace Liveright, September 5, 1923, in Letters of Jean Toomer, 1919–1924, ed. Mark Whalan
(Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2006), 171–72.
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