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NewMasses4, no. 1 ( June1928): 21. WilliamL.Patterson (1891–1980), communist andblack activist, subsequently
founder of the Civil Rights Congress and author of the “We Charge Genocide” petition to the UN.

To produce pure proletarian art the artist must be at one with the worker; this is impossible, not
for political reasons, but because the artist never is at one with any public.

William Empson, “Proletarian Literature,” in Some Versions of Pastoral (London: Chatto & Windus, 1935), 14,
UMDL Texts.

In the end, glorification of splendid underdogs is nothing other than glorification of the splendid
system that makes them so.

Theodor Adorno,Minima Moralia: Reflections from Damaged Life, trans. E. F. N. Jephcott (London: Verso, 1974),
28.
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Poetic subjectivity is itself indebted to privilege: the pressures of the struggle for survival allow
only a few human beings to grasp the universal through immersion in the self or to develop as
autonomous subjects capable of freely expressing themselves. The others, however, those who not
only stand alienated, as though they were objects, facing the disconcerted poetic subject but who
have also literally been degraded to objects of history, have the same right, or a greater right, to
grope for the sounds inwhich sufferings anddreams arewelded. This inalienable right has asserted
itself again and again, in forms however impure, mutilated, fragmentary, and intermittent—the
only forms possible for those who have to bear the burden….Baudelaire…was truer to the masses
toward whom he turned his tragic, arrogant mask than any “poor people’s” poetry.

TheodorW.Adorno, “OnLyric Poetry and Society,” inNotes to Literature, ed. Rolf Tiedemann, trans. ShierryWeber
Nicholsen (New York: Columbia University Press, 1991), 1:45–46. Class analysis 25 
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Figure 1.3 Elaborated class typology 

(1982) treatment of the concept of the “service class.” Goldthorpe 
draws a distinction between two kinds of employment relations: one 
based on a labor contract, characteristic of the working classes; and one 
based on what he terms a “service relationship,” characteristic of 
managers and experts. In the latter, employees enter a career structure, 
not simply a job, and their rewards are in significant ways prospective, 
rather than simply payments for labor performed. Such a service 
relation, Goldthorpe argues, is “likely to be found where it is required 
of employees that they exercise delegated authority or specialized knowl-
edge and expertise in the interests of their employing organization. In the 

nature of the case ... their performance will depend upon the degree of 
moral commitment that they feel toward the organization rather than 
on the efficacy of external sanctions” (Goldthorpe and Erikson 1993: 
42). This characterization is closely related to the idea that, because of 
their strategic power within organizations, the cooperation of middle-
class employees is achieved in part through the payment of loyalty 
rents embodied in their earnings. The main difference between Gold-
thorpe’s conceptual analysis and the one adopted here is, first, that 
Goldthorpe does not link his analysis of service-class jobs to the 
problem of exploitation and antagonistic interests, and second, that he 
treats the authority dimension of managerial positions simply in terms 
of heightened responsibilities, not domination. Nevertheless, Gold-
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Erik Olin Wright, Class Counts: Comparative Studies in Class Analysis (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1997), 25, ACLSHumanities E-Book. Tag yourself.
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