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review: does Loveday do it differently?

» modernization

>
>
| 2

gadgets: fuses, invisible ink, bicycles, electric light!
the detective who seems transparent
the suburbs are continuous (by train) with the city

» radically uncharismatic figure

>
>
»

because it makes her usefully invisible
because female charisma would be disreputable
because women are heavily surveilled

» authenticity is gendered (cf. “Scandal”)

>

vvyy

in the end, female virtue is always perceptible
Loveday just is what she appears to be...right?

it's men who are the changeable, dangerous seducers
and Loveday still lets her boss take the credit



gender vs. genre

| never felt more heartily ashamed of myself in my life than when | saw
the beautiful creature against whom | was conspiring, or the grace and
kindliness with which she waited upon the injured man. (“Scandal,” 22—
23)

“I have heard of a man’s face being enough to hang him, but until | saw
Sister Monica’s, | never saw a woman'’s face that could perform the same
office for her. Of all the lowest types of criminal faces | have ever seen,
| think hers is about the lowest and most repulsive.” (Pirkis, 583)

“Now Sister Monica, | must admit, is not pleasant to look at; at the same
time, there was something absolutely beautiful in the way in which she
lifted the little cripple out of the cart.” (Ibid., 594)



exercise for next time

» Moretti’s analysis classifies clues according to whether they are:

» necessary to the solution of the mystery or just incidental
» visible during the story or only referred to at the end
» decodable by the reader or only comprehensible after the fact

P get a clue, write about it for Tuesday (Canvas)



the medium: pulp

» Who is Detective Story for?
» Use your observations of the kinds of materials found in the
magazine issue; explain how the magazine addresses a particular
public.






P sociological characteristics

» limited education...but interested in mental labor

» leisure time but not leisure money (“cipher-message crytogram”)
> race! gender? nationality?

> respectability (postal censorship...)

» genre fandom

> serials, shorts...and an invitation to be part of it

> “Only to the hosts of new readers that have become Detective
Story Magazine fans during the past eight or nine months—and it
gives us pleasure to take you into our confidence and tell you that
the ranks of our admirers and friends have increased many, many
thousands in that time.” (“Headquarters Chat,” 125)



ﬁlCK CARTE
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“Nick Carter’s Ten Thousand Dollar Bill, or, The Hold-Up of the Bank President,” Nick
Carter Weekly no. 87, August 27, 1989 (New York: Street & Smith), Nickels and Dimes,

Northern lllinois University.


https://dimenovels.lib.niu.edu/islandora/object/dimenovels%3A42852#page/1/mode/1up

AND MAGAZINE.
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The Hound of the Baskervilles.

ANOTHER ADVENTURE OF

SHERLOCK HOLMES.
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Conan Doyle, “The Hound of the Baskervilles,” Strand 22, no. 128 (August 1901): 123,
HathiTrust; Ladies’ Home Journal, January |5, 1911, Modernist Journals Project.
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BIG,CLEAN STORIES OF QUTDOOR LIFE

Detective Story 6, no. | (January 5, 1917), Pulp Magazines Project; Western Story 18,
no. 5 (July 16, 1921), Galactic Central; Love Story 105, no. 5 (March 10, 1934), Pulp
Magazines Project.


https://www.pulpmags.org/collections/pdf/dsm19170105.pdf
http://www.philsp.com/homeville/wfi/k00604.htm#A11
https://pulpmags.org/collections/pdf/lsm19340310.pdf
https://pulpmags.org/collections/pdf/lsm19340310.pdf

“Sidewalk Newsstand, United States, Storefront, c. mid-1930s,” Pulp Magazines Project,
pulpmags.org.


https://pulpmags.org/contexts/sources/the-newsstand-photos.html

chronology

1841
1891
1893
1896
1915
1919
1921
1923
1926

Poe, “Murders in the Rue Morgue,” Graham’s (Philadelphia)
Conan Doyle, “Scandal in Bohemia,” Strand (London)
Pirkis, “The Redhill Sisterhood,” Ludgate Monthly (London)
Argosy (Munsey): first fiction pulp

Street & Smith reboots Nick Carter Weekly as Detective Story
Western Story

Love Story

Weird Tales

Amazing Stories (*‘scientifiction”)



https://www.pulpmags.org/content/info/detective-story-magazine.html
https://www.pulpmags.org/content/info/western-story-magazine.html
https://www.pulpmags.org/content/info/love-story-magazine.html
https://www.pulpmags.org/content/info/weird-tales.html
https://www.pulpmags.org/content/view/issues/amazing-stories.html

news again

NOTED DETECTIVE DEA

Chlef Inspector Alfred Ward of
Scotland Yard Dies In London.

Bpectal Cable to THE NEW YoRrk TIMES |

LONDON. Sept. 25.—Alfred “’ard
Chief Inspector of Scotland Yard, died
in a hosuital here this morning. ”B
had charge of the police investigation
into several of the most sensational |
crimes of recent years. Inspector Ward
visited the United States last May to
bring back ignatius Tribich Lincoln. the |
former Aember of Parhizment and self- |
confessed German spy. Lincoin was ex
dited on a charge of forgery.
Inspector Wa.rd first came here in;
Qtober, 1915, to take Lincoln back, but
=p Tought - extraditionon" the
Erouni that ba was 1o be t1ed a8 o SpY
and shot. - After his extradition he was
tried in London and is now servi
three Sears in prison on the forgers |
charge. |
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he solving of the (heft of the |
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913, in

e nve:
7a.tnr of Evrope Al that Scotland Yard

Rad to' guide it were three lumps of

nch <uga a scrap of
French no\vspaper Found in t regle:
tered packet that should have contained
the ne«.kl‘- e,

Tnspoctor Ward caused tho record re-
ward of $50.000 to be offered for Int
mation leading to the recovery of the

earls, and tben quletl)‘ smrt 8 men
‘The thieves, who had

nu—augh Pre havertisem,
scribed each one, and eventuallv deleru
mined_to fell
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Detective Story, January 5, 1917: 31; New York Times, September 26, 1916: | |, ProQuest.


https://login.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/login?qurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.proquest.com%2Fhistorical-newspapers%2Fnoted-detect-ve-dead%2Fdocview%2F97846999%2Fse-2%3Faccountid%3D13626

live at San Quentin

Through that mysterious subterranean news channel that links every
big penitentiary with the rendezvous of crooks in the outside world, a

message had come to a man who had long since lost his identity in the
number, “7774. (“The ‘Snitch,” 126)



really taxing the brain

» Who committed the crime in “The ‘Snitch’”?



physiognomy redux

And the white man’s attitude for the moment was menacing. Quickly
he recovered himself.

“Who stooled?”’ he persisted, and his eyes bored through the Oriental
until the slant-eyed heathen had to shift his gaze.

“No understand.” The Oriental has fortified himself behind two English
words which furnish an impenetrable barrier for further quesitoning
when the wily yellow race chooses to evade cross-examination.

(“Snitch,” 127)



and yet

Stooping, he took an electric flash light from his pocket, and the first
thing its bright rays disclosed was a pool of blood; then the still, white
face of Quong Wong. (128)



yee-haw



yee-haw

»> What does Anthony do to mix the cowboy story and the
detective story?



yee-haw

»> What does Anthony do to mix the cowboy story and the
detective story?

P the shootout has already happened when the sheriff arrives
> “long acquaintance with bullet wounds told him what had
happened” (34)
P the landscape becomes a source of clues (“clews”)

> “Nearly a quarter of an acre in extent, it surged ceaselessly,

waiting, always waiting for whatever might step into its clutches”
(33)

P there’s gold in them thar...sand: the map (35)



give us some action

For many days, mounted on the roan gelding—whose looks belied his
speed and staying qualities—clad in faded khaki, gray shirt, open black
vest, and high-crowned soft hat pulled well down over his eyes, he had
been wandering around in a search for clews. (32)

Then he caught up the revolver on the chair—his own weapons had
been taken by the murderer—and hurried out of the house....

“It’s got me!” he yelled. “The sand has got me!” And then he began to
struggle madly like a man in a fit. (37)



the wild west

he was aroused by the chugging of an automobile (36)

1883
1913
1917

1921
1922
1965

Wilder Anthony b. Boston

“At the Water Hole,” Blue Book 17, no. 6 (October)
“Sinking Sands,” Detective Story, January 5

(Mert Smith, “The ‘Snitch, ” ibid.)

“Destination Ranch,” Western Story, July 16

Hidden Gold (New York: Macaulay)

d. Wyoming

Source: Phil Stephenson-Payne, “Crime, Mystery, & Gangster Fiction Index,” Galactic

Central, philsp.com, 2025.


https://archive.org/details/hiddengold00anthiala/hiddengold00anthiala
http://www.philsp.com/homeville/CFI/0start.htm#TOC

next: Day of Theory

» Frow, Genre (Canvas)
» Moretti, “The Slaughterhouse of Literature” (Canvas)



