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review

sjuzet (order of telling) vs. fabula (chronology)
anachrony is fundamental to detection

in “A Scandal in Bohemia,” it’s also about mastery
and mastery is about gender-...

...but what is gender?
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Sidney Paget, illus., Strand 2, no. | (July, 1891): 73, HathiTrust; cf. Adventures, 25.
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“The chief thing | noticed concerning Murray, on the first and only oc-

casion on which | saw him, was that he had had an accident with his
bicycle.” (595)

A man, coming along on a bicycle, exchanged a word of greeting with
the Sisters as they passed, then swung himself off his machine at the
corner of the court....Loveday took it for granted that this man must
be the John Murray of whom she had heard....She congratulated herself
on her good fortune in having seen so much in such a brief space of time.

(585)



perfectly normal

“On the other hand, although it is trivial, it is undobutedly queer, and
| know that you have a taste for all that is out of the common.” (“The
Six Napoleons,” 223)

“I would only observe that there is a certain method in the gentleman’s
[the criminal’s] eccetric proceedings....l dare call nothing trivial when |

reflect that some of my most classic cases have had the least promising
commencement.” (227)

“Beppo did not despair, and he conducted his search with considerable
ingenuity and perseverance.” (250)



curiouser and curiouser

The detective positions himself at the watershed point between singu-
larity and crime, precisely where the two are still indistinguishable, that

is, at the point where it is impossible to tell the difference between
normality and legality.

Luc Boltanski, Mysteries and Conspiracies: Detective Stories, Spy Novels and the Making of
Modern Societies, trans. Catherine Porter (Cambridge: Polity, 2014), 49.



the medium: illustrated magazines

The Editor of The Strand Magazine respectfully places his first number
in the hands of the public....The past efforts of the Editor in supplying
cheap, healthful literature have met with such generous favour from the
public, that he ventures to hope that this new enterprise will prove a
popular one.

[George Newnes], introduction to The Strand |, no. | (January 1981): 3, HathiTrust.
“By-the-way, it often occurs to me that the popular detective stories,

for which there seems so large a demand at the present day, must be,
at times, uncommonly useful to the criminal classes.” (Pirkis, 584)



woman of letters

1839
1841
1870
1875
1872
1877
1891

1893

1894
1903
1910

Catherine Louisa Lyne b. London

Poe, “Murders in the Rue Morgue”

UK public ed. provided up to age |3

NJ public ed. provided up to age 18

Lyne m. Frederick Edward Pirkis

Pirkis, Disappeared from Her Home: A Novel (London: Remington)
Strand magazine begins publication

Conan Doyle, “A Scandal in Bohemia”

Ludgate Monthly begins publication

Pirkis, “The Black Bag Left on a Doorstep,” Ludgate (February)
(first Loveday Brooke story)

Pirkis, “The Redhill Sisterhood,” Ludgate (April)

Pirkis, The Experiences of Loveday Brooke (London: Hutchinson)
Conan Doyle, “The Six Napoleons”

C.L. Pirkis d.

Source: Troy J. Bassett, At the Circulating Library, https://victorianresearch.org/atcl
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genre as a field of competition

“The experiences of Loveday Brooke,” commencing in this number, is
the first of a series of clever detective stories, by the well-known Au-
thor of “Lady Lovelace.”

“Incidents of the Month,” Ludgate (February, 1893): 447, ProQuest.
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genre as a field of competition

“The experiences of Loveday Brooke,” commencing in this number, is
the first of a series of clever detective stories, by the well-known Au-
thor of “Lady Lovelace.”

“Incidents of the Month,” Ludgate (February, 1893): 447, ProQuest.

» How does Loveday Brooke compete with Sherlock?
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genre as a field of competition

“The experiences of Loveday Brooke,” commencing in this number, is
the first of a series of clever detective stories, by the well-known Au-
thor of “Lady Lovelace.”

“Incidents of the Month,” Ludgate (February, 1893): 447, ProQuest.
» How does Loveday Brooke compete with Sherlock?

“The idea seems gaining ground in many quarters that in cases of mere
suspicion, women detectives are more satisfactory than men, for they
are less likely to attract attention.” (581)
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the female gaze

» How can criminal identity be discerned in “The Redhill
Sisterhood”?



the female gaze

» How can criminal identity be discerned in “The Redhill
Sisterhood”?

“I have heard of a man’s face being enough to hang him, but until | saw
Sister Monica’s, | never saw a woman'’s face that could perform the same
office for her. Of all the lowest types of criminal faces | have ever seen,
| think hers is about the lowest and most repulsive.” (Pirkis, 583)



the female gaze

» How can criminal identity be discerned in “The Redhill
Sisterhood”?

“I have heard of a man’s face being enough to hang him, but until | saw
Sister Monica’s, | never saw a woman'’s face that could perform the same
office for her. Of all the lowest types of criminal faces | have ever seen,
| think hers is about the lowest and most repulsive.” (Pirkis, 583)

“Now Sister Monica, | must admit, is not pleasant to look at; at the same
time, there was something absolutely beautiful in the way in which she
lifted the little cripple out of the cart.” (594)



next

» pulp studies: Detective Story

P print and read: “Sinking Sands” and “The ‘Snitch’”
» read online: short magazine history

P browse and make notes online: the contents of DS



